


Habitat In The Desert

Living in a tent means to actually live in the environment, the tent is
merely an instrument for living outside. In a tent you are very exposed to the
effects and forces of the environement, the sun, the wind and the night. Your
true habitat is the landscape.

In the desert lanscape, one's own impermanence is contrasted with the
eternal quality of the eiements. The tents as a habitat thus provide a living

metaphor for our life’s impermanence and insecurity.

Our concrete city houses give us a sense of stability and the i}lus;on of
security. But this illusion vanishes when life storms up around us, or when
the hand of death gets near. At'such times we become aware of the true
thin‘r"ness of our skin and the fragility of all our constructions. Compared with
concrete houses or stone buildings, which have a lot of fiesh, a tent is just
the bare skin and bones of what is a habitat. The tents described hereby are
not meant to be an alternative way for modern men to live. Rather they were
designed to provide an essential experiance, an encounter with life’s naked

truth, a balance to the illusion of security.

The tents were designed for the specific needs of "Succah in the Desert”, a
sanctuary from the overstimulation of living in modern society, located 7
kilometers west of Mitzpe Ramon. The "Succah® is carefully planned and
maintained by its founder, Rachel Bat Adam with a view to keep the fine
équilibrium between man and nature. It is a place for balancing oneself, for a
"recreation of the soul," where guests come to tune in to the silence of the

desert and to get in touch with their inner voice.



Living in this naked landscape sensetises ones being.
The nakedness of stones and earth is like that of human
flesh, in all its magnificence and vulnerability. Even a
Jeep passing leaves a scar that remains for a millenium.
Being conscious of this makes one very humble, it requires
extreme caution at every intervention with the

environement,



The tents barely touch the ground, they leave no traces
behind when they are dismantled. Their fragile structure
i3 strong enough to withstand the forces of the desert,
but only to a certain degree. The Desert is the stronger
partner in this game; the tents are more vulnerable to the

effects of the deserts forces, then the environment is

affected by their presence.
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The pure geometric form of the tents - expresses the
cuitural abstraction of mankind, it counteracts with the

virgin wilderness of the desert and the softness of the
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The doubled envelope .is made of nylon mesh and buriap,
creating variable patterns of transparency, light and

shade. The black mesh inside soothes the eyes against the

daytime glare.







The natural fiber on the outside bilends with the
colours of its surrounding and absorbs the night dew; but
it has the disadvantage of being hedavy and not

sufficiently durable.
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The sides of the tents are 4.00m long, creating a
height of about 3.20m. These proportions are exactly right
for placing two matresses on the ground, leaving enough
space for a small table and a carpet - the bare essentials
of a home. The inner space of the tents frames the natural
dance of ordinary daily movements. The outer proportions
lend scale to the incalculable immensity of the desert
without.
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one option of combining the seven tents was designed
specifically for the accommodation of workshops. They are
arranged around a common court in the form of a seven
pointed star (see illustration). and covered by a large
canopy (150sqm). The beams of the canopy are 6.00m long,
each of which rests on the apex of one tent and joining
together in the center. The whole canopy can be
manipulated by one man, and opened as an umbrella to be
suspended in the air resting solely on the tips of the
tents, without any extra supporting accessories. Due to

lack of funds it is not yet compieted. _






The tent project was designed and made by Ram
Eisenberg, in the winter and spring of 1992, The physical
making of the tents was done on site, using a solar
powered sewing machiné and manuaill tools. They have been

in use throughout the past summer.



earrie Color Base







Color Base




